This committee considered compilation of an up-to-date list of endangered and seriously threatened bird species. Although some species will be mentioned in this report, the fact remains that we do not know enough about population levels of many species. Some birds are known only from one or two specimens; a list of the species believed to occur in very small numbers would be very long. Such a list must ultimately be prepared, but this report emphasizes the severity 
In the following discussion, the situation in some Middle American countries is considered in depth. The absence of comment about a country implies neither the lack of conservation problems nor the presence of organized conservation efforts. The basic problems outlined above are common to all Middle American nations.
COSTA RICA Costa Rica occupies a pivotal position with respect to conservation in northern Latin America. The region-wide problems of population growth and habitat destruction are as acute there as anywhere in the hemisphere. In addition, several problems are largely peculiar to Costa Rica (or at least more pressing there), for which the U.S. is in some way responsible. On the other hand, there is a small but vigorous and growing conservation movement that can already claim several solid achievements, and this offers a real hope that much of the country's rich biological heritage can be preserved. But the forces opposing such preservation and wise landrose practices are still far stronger, and are backed by dollars as well as Costa Rican colones. The conservation movement thus needs all the help it can get. If the efforts in Costa Rica should fail, then the outlook for the rest of Latin America is bleak indeed.
The problems.--The disappearance of original habitats through logging, agricultural practices, and pasture production are major problems. Until recently, Costa Rica had the highest population growth rate in the world, and at present some 50,000 ha (123,000 acres) of forest are cut each year in a country no larger than West Virginia.
Unfortunately the problem of habitat destruction is aggravated by external forces arising from Costa Rica's unusual relationship with the United States. Long one of the most friendly nations toward the United States, Costa Rica's strong democratic tradition and relatively stable economy have combined to produce a fertile field for the investment of foreign (particularly U.S.) capital. One of Costa Rica's major exports is beef, and the chief market is the U.S. The market is expanding and has resulted in an influx of U.S. cattlemen and in the investment of much U.S. capital in Costa Rican cattle. All too often the Americans (and the local politicians and businessmen who frequently join them in such enterprises) are only interested in short-term monetary gains rather than sustained yields, and are busily converting large tracts of forest into pasture.
Many of these areas are unsuitable for long-term use as pasture, but this sort of habitat destruction is difficult to stop because of the powerful financial backing. Hopes of quick wealth are usually stronger persuaders of government officials than considerations of future generations.
Real-estate development and speculation is also backed by large amounts of U.S. capital. Wealthy retired American couples provide the major market. At least five retirement communities are now in the planning or building stages and others are on the way. These developments run the gamut of financial responsibility and awareness of conservation problems and practices. The worst of these developments is that on the Osa Peninsula in southwest Costa Rica. Plans include the destruction of large tracts of mangroves and other forest, and the draining of a large palm swamp, one of the last refuges for a number of endangered species of reptiles and mammals.
American capital is also pouring into the tourist and resort business. One U.S. investor is trying to buy land in one of Costa Rica's national parks to build a hotel-marina complex. A beautiful swamp forest would be drained and cut in the process, and Costa Rica's only living coral reef would be heavily disturbed Efforts are underway to convert the government forest lands on the Osa into a reserve, but the most important area to conserve is owned by the Osa Productos Forestales Lumber company, and the American developer has an option to purchase. This area, the Corcovado basin, contains magnificent lowland forests and a large swamp, which would be cut and drained respectively. Currently conservation efforts are focusing on the Corcovado basin, which as a potential biological reserve has the advantages of definite topographic boundaries and no human population pressure at present. Several international conservation organizations have expressed interest in helping the cause, notably IUCN. IICA, in particular Waldemar Albertin, has furnished much assistance in biological and human occupation surveys of the Osa, and has been instrumental in enlisting the support of the Instituto de Tierras y Colonizaci6n (ITCO) of the Costa Rican government for the project.
The Tempisque Basin is, as mentioned above, the richest area for water birds in Central America. An extensive system of marshes, lakes, river bottoms, islands, mudflats, and mangrove swamps presently provide habitat for a wide variety of species, several of which occur nowhere else in Central America. The Tempisque Basin is also an important wintering area for waterfowl and shorebirds that breed in North America. Here the problem is working out viable arrangements with local cattlemen for preserving the wetlands. The proposed program of dams, irrigation, and channelization could also have disastrous effects on water bird populations. One major difficulty is that a system of reserves would be needed, as the bird populations of the area are highly mobile. Badly needed at present is a good region-wide study of the ecology, movements, and requirements of these birds; until such is made, concrete steps towards preservation of the most critical areas will be impossible.
A major problem for any National Parks system, especially in Latin America, is that of protecting the land once it has been set aside. This problem is clearly recognized by the Servicio de Parques Nacionales, and other groups connected with the program of parks and reserves. Every possible effort is being taken to protect existing parks, none of which is without at least on-the-spot guards. In the establishment of new parks, areas are being chosen that (a) have no human population pressure at present, and (b) have discrete natural boundaries that can be surveyed and defended. Also, strenuous efforts are being made to enlist the efforts of the local populace in support of the parks, in some cases with considerable success. One difficulty is that many of the funds for national parks come from international foundations, most of which are much more willing to contribute to the initial purchase of land than to its maintenance and protection.
Several other groups figure importantly in the conservation effort in Costa Rica. The most effective may well be the newly-formed Asociaci6n Costarricense para la Conservaci6n de la Naturaleza. This organization aims at bringing the ideas and goals of conservation to local people at the grass-roots level through the educational system, and in forming a lobby for conservationist legislation in the Asamblea Legislativa. If conservation is to succeeed here, public opinion must be mobilized in its favor, and ACCN, under the leadership of Sergio Salas and Adelaila Chaverri, is already hard at work in this area. Another new group, Amigos de la Naturaleza, includes members from many Latin American countries. Formed with the help of the National and Florida Audubon Societies, Amigos will seek to channel U.S. capital into conservationist causes, in particular bird protection. As yet it is too early to assess the effectiveness of the organization. Shooting any animal large enough to eat is a common practice, and one difficult to condemn when people are hungry. But today, many families raise chickens, turkeys, and ducks that they prefer to sell, rather than eat; a lack of meat protein no longer can justify year-round killing of birds. Laws exist to regulate hunting, but are poorly observed and inadequately enforced. 
Other organizations that have given active support to conservationist causes in

